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WELCOME to Grandhaven Elementary School where we are committed to the relentless pursuit of:

(1) social emotional learning and academic excellence for all, (2) a positive school culture and climate that
promotes teaching and learning, and (3) school-family-community partnerships for student achievement.
This is truly an extraordinary place for teaching and learning and I’m honored to serve as the principal of
this very special school. This handbook has been provided to assist you with pertinent information you
will need throughout the year. We value each and every family and know that by working together, we do
make a difference. Your thoughts, questions or concerns are always welcomed and encouraged. Please
stop by or give us a call anytime! This is going to be an incredible year.

~Kathi Fowler, Principal

SCHOOLCOLORS: Purple, Black,White and Gold

SCHOOLMASCOT: Raven

SCHOOLMOTTO: STUDENT SUCCESS…Whatever it takes!

SCHOOLMISSION
Our mission is to provide a safe haven of teaching and learning so when our ravens fly, they soar.

WEBSITE and SOCIALMEDIA CONNECTIONS
Grandhaven.msd.k12.or.us

Grandhaven.memberhub.com/w/
Facebook: Grandhaven PTA
Instagram: grandhavenpta

OFFICEHOURS
7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

SCHOOLHOURS
Grades K-5th: 8:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday)

Grades K-5th: 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. (Wednesday)
A.M. PreK (Monday - Thursday): 8:15 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
P.M. PreK (Monday - Thursday): 11:45 a.m. - 2:15 p.m.

School starts at 8:00 a.m. (9:00 a.m. onWednesdays). Our hallways are closed to students until
7:55 a.m. (8:55 a.m. onWednesdays). We have supervision for students on the playground
beginning at 7:30 a.m. (8:30 a.m. onWednesdays). Our school day ends at 2:30 p.m. After school,
any student not picked upwill be brought back into the office to call home.
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ATTENDANCE
At Grandhaven Elementary School we are committed to important teaching and learning every
single day. Parents and the school must work cooperatively to ensure students’ success in school
by encouraging regular attendance. Punctuality is an important trait to develop. Students are
expected to be on time andwill be considered tardy if not in class when school begins. Students
arriving after 8:05 a.m. (9:05 a.m. onWednesdays) must check in at the office for a tardy slip
before reporting to class (8:20 a.m. for A.M. PreK and 11:50 a.m. for P.M. PreK).

Please call the attendance line (503) 565-4700 if your child is going to be absent.

During an extended absence, parents should call the school to request homework. If a pattern of
tardiness or absenteeism persists, wewill contact home to see howwe canwork with the family to
solve this problem. Irregular attendance, as defined byOregon Law is: four or more unexcused
full-day absences, or 8 ormore unexcused half-day absences in a 20-day period. Safe Child Checks
will take place after three consecutive days of absences with no parent contact to the school. This
will involve a home visit from school personnel and/or law enforcement. These procedures are in
place to keep students safe.

Students who are absent 10% ormore of the school year are considered chronically absent. This
includes both excused and unexcused absences. Current research from theOregonDepartment of
Education shows that students who are chronically absent are at risk of falling significantly behind
in school with a long lasting impact on their education. In addition, the state of Oregon has a
compulsory attendance law (ORS 339.010) which requires school aged children to attend
regularly.

Students should strive tomiss nomore than 5 days in one school year.

If excessive tardies or absences continue despite efforts to provide support and interventions, the
case will be referred to the school district attendance officer. 

AFTER SCHOOLARRANGEMENTS
If youwish for your child to go home in a different way than normal, special arrangements must be
made. To ride a different bus or get off at a different stop, your child must have a note explaining
the change. The bus driver will not allow any changes without written permission. This rule also
applies to students whowalk or are picked up by car. For safety reasons, requests over the phone
for a change of a student’s route homewill only be accepted under emergency situations.

Please communicate after school plans to your child before he or she leaves for school in the
morning. The school telephone is a business phone and not to be used by students tomake
personal arrangements, such as requesting permission to go to a friend’s home after school.

LEAVING EARLY
Early release of a student during the school day will not be allowed unless a parent or designated
adult signs the student out at the office. Parents are encouraged to only use this for emergency
purposes; important learning is missed when children leave early.
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TRAFFIC SAFETY
Weneed your help! We encourage parents who are picking up their students to use caution and
respect. Parents and students need to be extremely careful around the congested areas of the
school. Be aware of bus zones, the crosswalks and the areas where parking is and isn’t allowed.
We ask that parents never leave their cars when parking along the curb directly in front of the
school’s main entrance. This area along the curb is reserved for dropping off or picking up
students. Please do not drive into the back parking lot to drop off or pick up students. This is the
bus-loading zone.

Walkers should always use sidewalks andmarked crosswalks. Bikers and scooter riders should
wear helmets, walk bikes and scooters on school grounds and lock their bikes and scooters in
designated racks. Please help your child plan an established route to and from school and review
stranger safety. Note:While Grandhaven Elementary School provides racks for bikes and
scooters, we cannot be held responsible for lost or stolen items. Please use at your own risk.

BUSSING
Bussing is offered to students who live over 1mile in radius from the school and students who live
across highway 99W. Bussing is provided by First Student. Eligible riders must be registered prior
to receiving bus transportation. Registration helps increase student safety, monitors and improves
arrival and departure times and better optimizes adequate and safe seating capacity. For
transportation questions, including information about registration, contact KatieMorris at
503.565.4024 or email her at kmorris@msd.k12.or.us. Bus routes are reviewed and updated
annually and are available on theMcMinnville School District website at www.msd.k12.or.us

ADDRESS ANDTELEPHONENUMBERCHANGES
It is extremely important that the office be notified immediately of any telephone, address or
emergency contacts changes. Our ability to contact parents or guardians in the case of an
emergency depends on the accuracy of this information. Wewill not release your child to anyone
who is not listed as a contact without parent/guardian permission.

DIRECTORY INFORMATION
In accordance with State and Federal laws andDistrict policies JOA and JOB, the district maintains
an educational record on each student. Part of the student record is directory information.
Directory informationmeans information that would not generally be considered harmful or an
invasion of privacy if disclosed. Further information can be found in the Student Rights and
Responsibilities Handbook.

Student Directory Information
Grandhaven Elementary and theMcMinnville School District maywant to release directory
information about students.

● Directory information such as student names, addresses and phone numbers may be
published in class phone lists or school rosters.

● Directory information such as student names, photographs and schoolworkmay be
published in achievement awards and other news related to school academics, activities
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and/or athletics. It may be published in school yearbooks, school and district newsletters,
school and district websites and social media, and news releases to themedia.

If you do not want us to release directory information about your student, please provide
written notice to the school. Please note: the status currently on file for your student will

remain in place unless a change is submitted.

PHOTOGRAPHY
At times we take pictures and videos of our students in the classroom, on the playground, or
participating in learning activities to share what's going on at Grandhaven Elementary. This
information is used for teacher professional development and to publicize good news about
students such as exciting learning experiences, achievement awards, academic or athletic
accomplishments and other successes.

Wewill publish student names, photos and/or schoolwork -- especially in publicizing good news
about students -- unless you tell us in writing by the first day of school to withhold your child’s
information. Please note: the status currently on file for your student will remain in place

unless a change is submitted.

ACCESS ANDRELEASEOF STUDENTRECORDS
By law, both parents whether married, separated or divorced have access to the records of a
student who is under 18 unless the school district is provided evidence of a legally binding
document revoking these rights.

STUDENTUSEOF TECHNOLOGY
At Grandhaven Elementary we believe that the integration of technology is a vital part of
preparing our students for 21stCentury learning. We use iPads and Chromebooks in our
classrooms preschool through fifth grade. Students are expected to treat school technology with
care. Theymay face school discipline if they do not follow district guidelines regarding technology
use. Parents may face financial liability for intentional misuse by their student.

Students at Grandhaven Elementary will have access to the Internet. Please note that:
● Instruction using the Internet at school is for educational purposes only.
● Student Internet use is supervised by Grandhaven Elementary staff.
● McMinnville School District limits, filters and strictly controls what Internet sites are

available to students.
● Students do not have a reasonable expectation of privacy when they use school technology.

If you do not want your student to have access to the Internet at school for educational
purposes, please notify us in writing within 30 days. Please note that this maymake it difficult

for your student to access the curriculum in the sameway as his/her classroom peers.
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INCLEMENTWEATHER
Information concerning school closures due to inclement weather is broadcast on radio stations
KLYC (1260 AM) and KWIP (880 AM) and Portland television stations at regular intervals
beginning at 6:30 a.m. Information is also posted on theMcMinnville School District website at
www.msd.k12.or.us, the district’s Facebook page, and on the district’s Twitter feed. In addition,
the district will use ParentSquare to send out school closure information no earlier than 6:oo a.m.
Families who need to know about closures or delays before 6:00 a.m. can sign up for FlashAlert on
theMcMinnville School District website. It is best if families tune in for these announcements
rather than call the school office.

RECESS
Children need breaks, fresh air and physical activity, evenwhen it is cold andwet outside. Recess
will take place at the teacher’s discretion, regardless of weather. Please be sure to send your child
to school dressed for the weather. Requesting to have your child stay in from recess due to illness
is discouraged.

SCHOOL THEME and SCHOOL SPIRIT
Be Kind. Be Strong. BeWell. is our school theme. Monthly all school assemblies and spirit days will
be tied to that theme. In addition, eachmonth wewill focus on developing a different
characteristic of these themes such as “Respect”, “Courage”, and “Gratitude”.

Wednesdays are our School Spirit Days. Students and Staff are encouraged to wear school colors
onWednesdays (purple, black, white and gold).

BEHAVIOR
At Grandhaven Elementary we have a schoolwide behavior management system that is focused on
teaching and reinforcing appropriate behavior. Our school rules are:

BE RESPECTFUL BE RESPONSIBLE BE SAFE

Students are taught how to apply these rules in various settings around the school, such as in the
classroom, on the playground, in the hallways and at assemblies. All students are expected to
learn and follow these rules. Wehave reward systems to encourage positive behaviors and an
office referral systemwhich tracks undesirable behavior. We ask parents to support the school by
reinforcing these rules andmeeting with us when there is a problem that needs follow-up.

At Grandhaven Elementary, we strive for a respectful, responsible and safe learning
environment. There is no tolerance for bullying, threats, or harassment.
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SCHOOLWIDE EXPECTATIONS

Classrooms

Be Respectful Be Responsible Be Safe

● Use kindwords and actions
● Treat the property of others

with respect
● Listen and participate
● Allow others to learn

● Be prepared and on time
● Take care of yourself
● Follow directions and

procedures
● Complete classroom

assignments and homework
● Be organized
● Stay on task
● Clean up after yourself
● Do your best

● Enter classroom quietly
● Walk at all times
● Ask permission to leave
● Keepwalkways clear
● Keep hands, feet, and items to

yourself
● Use equipment and supplies

appropriately

Hallways

Be Respectful Be Responsible Be Safe

● Hold the door open for the
person behind you

● Use quiet feet and voices off
● Honor the personal space of

others
● Wait to enter until previous

class exits

● Follow directions and
procedures

● Go directly to your destination
● Set a good example
● Report problems to an adult

● Stay to the right
● Walk facing forward
● Keep hands, feet, and items to

yourself
● Ask permission from an adult

before opening a locked door
for another person

Restrooms

Be Respectful Be Responsible Be Safe

● Use kindwords and actions
● Give people privacy
● Use quiet voices
● Wait patiently for your turn

● Flush toilets after use
● Clean up after yourself
● Put towels in garbage
● Turn off water
● Return to classroom promptly
● Report problems to an adult

● Walk to and from restroom
● Keep feet on floor
● Wash hands with soap and

water
● Keep soap andwater in sink

Office

Be Respectful Be Responsible Be Safe

● Use a quiet voice
● Use please and thank you
● Greet people by name
● Wait your turn

● Enter and exit through the
appropriate doors

● Let office staff knowwhy you
are here

● Demonstrate self control
● If you borrow something,

return it
● Clean up after yourself

● Walk to and from office
● Stay on other side of counter
● Keep hands, feet, and items to

yourself
● Sit square in the chair
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Cafeteria

Be Respectful Be Responsible Be Safe

● Use please and thank you
● Allow anyone to sit next to

you
● Eat politely and use good table

manners
● Use quiet voices
● Follow directions of the

cafeteria supervisors
● Wait patiently to be excused
● Leave your eating area clean

for the next person

● Takewhat you ordered and
plan to eat

●Get all utensils, milk, and other
items before sitting down

● Sit at assigned table
● Clean up after yourself
● Raise hand to clear tray and

then return to table
● Remain seated until given

dismissal signal

● Wash hands before eating
● Walk at all times
● Carry tray with two hands
● Get adult help for accidents

and spills
● Keep all food to yourself
● Sit with feet on floor, bottom

on bench, facing the table

Playground and Recess

Be Respectful Be Responsible Be Safe

● Use kindwords and actions
● Avoid physical contact with

others
● Invite others to play
● Follow directions of adults on

duty
● Be respectful of others’ games
● Wait patiently in line

● Share equipment
● Follow all rules for games and

equipment
● Line up quickly when signal is

given to do so
● Return equipment to the

proper place
● Report problems to an adult

● Walk from line to playground
and playground to line

● Stay within the boundaries
● Be aware of the activities,

games, and others around you
● No play fighting or chasing

games
● Use equipment appropriately
● Leave grass, rocks, soil, bark

chips, and snow on the ground

Lining Up

Be Respectful Be Responsible Be Safe

● Line up in your class line
● Voices off
● Stay in line
● Follow directions of the adults

on duty

● Stop playing and line upwhen
signaled

● Wait quietly for directions

● Walk to line
● Keep hands, feet, and items to

yourself
● Face forward

Assemblies

Be Respectful Be Responsible Be Safe

● Enter and exit quietly
● Keep eyes and ears on the

speaker
● Listen so others can hear
● Keep hands and feet still and

quiet
● Participate
● Use appropriate applause

● Arrive on time
● Follow directions
● Raise your hand to speak
● Remain seated until given

dismissal signal

● Walk up and down bleachers
with quiet feet

● Sit on your bottom
● Stay is designated area
● Keep hands, feet, and items to

yourself
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Walkers and Parent DropOff and Pick Up

Be Respectful Be Responsible Be Safe

● Enter and exit building quietly
● Wait patiently
● Follow directions of the adults

on duty

● Arrive on time
● Know how you are getting

home
● Get staff permission to use the

office phone
● Remember your belongings
● Go straight home after school

● Wait in arranged areas for
siblings and parents

● Walk on sidewalks and in
crosswalks

● Wait to cross with crossing
guard

● Look both ways when crossing
the street

● Only get into cars along the
sidewalk or in parking spots

● If still waiting at 2:45, go into
the office

● Keep hands, feet, and items to
yourself

Alternate Transportation

Be Respectful Be Responsible Be Safe

● Follow directions of the adults
on duty

● Arrive on time
● Lock your bike
● Carry scooter or skateboard to

assigned area
● Leave other bikes, scooters,

and skateboards alone
● Remember your belongings
● Go straight home after school

● Wear your helmet
● Watch out for others
● Get off bike, scooter, or

skateboard andwalk when
you reach school grounds

● Use the crosswalks
● Wait to cross with crossing

guard
● Look both ways when crossing

the street
● Keep hands, feet, and items to

yourself

Bus Arrival andDismissal

Be Respectful Be Responsible Be Safe

● Wait patiently
● Follow directions of the adults

on duty
● Use quiet voices on bus
● Follow the bus driver’s

directions
● Use kindwords and actions

● Remember your belongings
● Go straight home after you get

off the bus
● Report problems to an adult

● Walk to and from bus
● Wait for bus driver to let you

on and off bus
● Enter and exit the bus by

walking
● Stay seated face forward
● Keep hands, feet, and items to

yourself
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BEHAVIORREFERRALS
In elementary school we expect students to build their skills both in and outside of the classroom.
It is not uncommon for students tomakemistakes in this learning process that impact their
community. At times when this happens students will receive a behavior report (level 1 behaviors)
or discipline referral (level 2 and 3 behaviors). The referral process is meant to provide students
with an opportunity to understand how their behavior choices impact others in the school
community and help themmake different decisions in the future. Parents will receive a copy of the
behavior report or discipline referral as well as contact from the classroom teacher, student
management teacher and/or principal within 2 days of the event. Students may also be given a
consequence for their behavior (e.g., problem solving sheet, time in the office, loss of a privilege). It
is vital in these circumstances that school and homework together to send a strongmessage about
appropriate behavior for the school setting. When students have repeated offenses wewill work
with families to create a plan for support to encourage student success.

LUNCHANDBREAKFAST PROGRAMS
McMinnville School District is pleased to offer free breakfast and lunch for all students at
Grandhaven Elementary. This is an incredible opportunity to feed all students in our building and
we hope that youwill take advantage of it. For breakfast, there is one entree each day. For lunch,
students will have the opportunity to choose between a hot and a cold entree and a variety of
fruits and vegetables. Milk is offered daily with breakfast and lunch. Menus are posted on the
McMinnville School District website at www.msd.k12.or.us. Eachmorning students are able to
select a lunch entree in their classrooms. We encourage parents to help students make lunch
decisions in advance so they can quickly select their favorite meal.

If your student has a food allergy, an authorizedmedical statement is required before any
substitution can bemade. A formmay be obtained from the school office and a signature of an

authorizedmedical professional is required.

At Grandhaven Elementary we serve breakfast in the classroom. This allows us tomake sure that
every student comes to learning with a full stomach. The breakfasts are “grab and go” and
students will pick them up as they walk into the classrooms. The breakfast is designed to be able
to be eaten as students are sitting down for their morning work activities and finishedwithin the
first 10minutes of the day. Studies from this program in other schools have shown that student
focus and performance increasedwhile reports of students not feeling well and needing to go to
the office decreased. Since breakfast in the classroomwill be happening for all students, we
encourage students whowalk or are dropped off to sleep in those extra minutes and come to
school no earlier than 7:50 a.m. (8:50 a.m. onWednesdays). Our hallways open to classrooms at
7:55 a.m. (8:55 a.m. onWednesdays).

Students are entitled to one free breakfast and one free lunch each day. If desired, a secondmeal
must be purchased at the full meal price. Milk must also be purchased if it is to gowithmeals
brought from home. Students should deposit money into their account before school in the
cafeteria. Checks or cash are accepted.

The onlinemeal pre-payment system,MySchoolBucks, is also available. MySchoolBucks allows
parents tomake secure debit or credit payments into their student’s account and view all of their
transactions and account balances. For more information about our onlinemeal pre-payment
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system, visit theMcMinnville School District website at www.msd.k12.or.us. UnderDepartments,
click on theNutrition Services link, then School Meals and thenMySchoolBucks. If you need help
using the pre-payment system, including setting up a new account and password, please contact
the parent support line at 855-832-5226.

ElementaryMeal Prices
Breakfast $2.00
Lunch $3.00
Milk $0.75
Adult Lunch $4.15without milk, $4.90withmilk

DRESSINGANDGROOMING
The responsibility for dress and grooming rests with the student and parents. A student’s dress or
grooming should not affect safe participation in school classes, programs, other school related
activities, or be disruptive to the educational setting. Examples of our dress code policy include,
but are not limited to:

● Shirts must have straps and should cover the chest, themidriff and undergarments
appropriately. For this reason, tube tops, halter tops, off-shoulder tops, low cut tops and
tops showing themidriff or bra straps are not permitted.

● Shorts, pants and skirts should cover legs, bottoms and undergarments appropriately. For
this reason, they need to be longer than fingertips when standing and beworn above the
hips. Shorts, pants and skirts that show underwear are not permitted.

● Shoes should allow students to run and play safely at recess and PE. For this reason, high
heels, flip flops, slides and roller shoes are not permitted. Open-toe shoes are discouraged.

● Clothing should be appropriate and safe for students and not a distraction from learning.
For this reason, long fake fingernails, face paint, hats, hoods, clothing that is gang-related,
clothing that contains obscene, profane or violent language and/or graphics and clothing
that contains drug/tobacco/alcohol advertising are not allowed. Students are allowed to
wear hoods when outside on the playground.

If you believe your child needs to be granted an exemption from our dress code to be successful, or
you are having trouble meeting our dress code, please contact the school office.

LOSTANDFOUND ITEMS
The lost and found is located in the school’s main hallway. Please encourage your child to check it
often. During winter break, spring break and summer break, lost itemswill be donated to a local
charity. Small lost and found items such as glasses, jewelry and keys are kept in the school office.

Please label your child’s jackets, lunch bags, backpacks, and other personal items. Labeled items
can easily be returned to your child.

10

http://www.msd.k12.or.us


OBJECTS BROUGHT TO SCHOOL
The school strives to provide appropriate playground equipment for student use during recess.
Toys, trading cards, cameras, playground balls, electronic devices, and other valuables are not to be
brought to school unless the student has special, written permission from a teacher. Students are
responsible for their own property. The school will not be held responsible for these items from
home should they be damaged, lost or stolen.

CELL PHONES and SMARTWATCHES
It is becoming increasingly more common for students to have cell phones and/or smartwatches.
While we understand the comfort and convenience that this provides parents and students, it also
means that wemust establish clear expectations regarding their use at school. Cell phone and
smartwatch use during class time is strictly prohibited. Theymay be used before and after school.
Use during the school day will result in the cell phone’s/smartwatch’s confiscation and forwarding
to the Principal’s office. Students will be able to pick up their cell phone/smartwatch at the end of
the school day for the first violation. Subsequent violations will necessitate a parent coming to
school to retrieve the cell phone/smartwatch. Students are responsible for their own property.
The school will not be held responsible for damaged, lost or stolen cell phones/smartwatches.

WEAPONSORDANGEROUS INSTRUMENTS
A student shall not knowingly possess, handle, or transmit any object that can reasonably be
considered a weapon capable of causing physical injury to another on the school grounds during
and immediately before or after school hours, or at any other timewhen the school is being used
for an activity or special event. This also applies when students are attending a school event off
school grounds.

Students who find, see or hear about dangerous instruments while at school are required to tell an
adult immediately. School safety is all of our responsibility. A child will never be punished for
telling an adult about a potential safety hazard.

SAFETY
Safety of students and staff members is a top priority at Grandhaven Elementary. For this reason
our campus is completely locked each and every day. We also have several video cameras used for
surveillance around our building. All visitors to our buildingmust enter through the front door.
Students and staff are not allowed to open side doors even to known adults.

Front doors are wiredwith a buzzer system. To the right of the front doors there is a button that
will ring into the front desk. Please announce who you are and the reason for your visit. If granted
entry, please report immediately to the front desk to sign in and receive a visitor’s badge.

Students and staff will receive training in emergency preparedness drills for the following:
● Evacuate: Entire building is quickly evacuated to identified locations in the front and

back of building (e.g., fire, hazard in the building)
● Shelter: Drop, cover and hold for immediate safety (e.g., earthquake, tornado)
● Secure:Get inside, lock outside doors, maintain business as usual (e.g., dangerous

animal on school grounds, criminal activity in the area that does not involve school)
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● Lockdown: Locked classrooms, lights out, students and staff hidden out of sight (e.g.,
dangerous animal in school building, angry or violent person, intruder or active shooter)

● Hold: Stay in your room or area. Clear the halls.

REUNIFICATION
In the event of a circumstance at school (e.g., hazardousmaterials release, crisis at the school) that
requires parents to pick up their student(s) in a formalized controlled release, wewill implement
our reunification plan. Students will be evacuated to one of our off-campus evacuation sites.
Parents will be notified through the district office’s emergency system using phone calls and text
messages. Students will only be released to adults who have permission to pick them up.

Pleasemake sure that your emergency contacts and phone numbers are updated in our school
office. This is critical to our ability to contact you in the case of an emergency.

HEALTH
Medications
If your child requires any type of prescriptionmedication or non-prescriptionmedication, wewill
need a signedMedication Release form (available in the office) filled out beforemedication can be
administered. ALLmedicationmust be kept in the office and in the original container. A parent or
guardianmust bring themedication to the school and pick up any unusedmedication. Students
are not allowed to transport medication to and from school. Children with bee sting allergies
should have their own epinephrine kit at school. It will be kept in the office. A parent permission
formmust be on file designating school personnel to administer themedication.

Health Room
Please check your children before they come to school if they do not feel well. Sick children will
recuperate faster at home andwill not “share” their illness with others. We do not have a place at
school for a child to rest for an extended period of time.

Immunizations
All students who are enrolling for the first time are required to provide evidence of immunization
prior to enrolling. A Certificate of Immunization, which is signed by the parent and filed with the
student’s records, shall document this evidence.

Head Lice
In order to prevent the spread of head lice in the school setting, school staff will screen students
who complain of head lice symptoms or when a staff member recognizes symptoms. Students who
present with live lice will be sent home at the end of the school day. Parents of children with head
lice will be notified and providedwith treatment instructions. Students excluded from school will
be readmitted after treatment is completed and live lice have been completely removed. Please
see district policies JHCCF and JHCCF-AR for additional information.

USEOF TOBACCO
McMinnville School District policy prohibits the use of tobacco products on school property by
anyone. We urge your help in keeping our children’s environment tobacco-free.
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VISITORS
Any personwishing to visit must arrange the visit in advance with the principal. The principal may
guide the timing of the visit to ensureminimal disruption to the learning environment. For the
safety of our students, we require that all visitors enter the building through themain entrance,
sign in at the office, andwear a visitor badge. Additionally, visitors must be in the presence of a
school employee at all times while on campus.

FAMILY COMMUNICATION
School communication will come to all families in twoways, aWednesday Folder, which will be
sent home everyWednesday and through ParentSquare, our district’s communication system.
Most school fliers will be delivered to you electronically in order tomake our communication
easier, more efficient and user friendly. Wewill continue to send homeWednesday folders for
items that need to be returned to school, student work and teachers notes. Parents are asked to
read all communications and return the folder on Thursday. Fourth and fifth grade students will
also be providedwith a student agenda-planning book. Parents are asked to review these nightly
with their students. The purpose of both the folders and the agendas is to increase communication
between school and home.

CONFERENCES
Twice this school year, youwill be contacted by your child’s teacher to arrange a conference time
to sit down and talk about your child’s academic growth and achievement. Our goal is 100%
attendance at these conferences!

Conference Dates
Wednesday, October 23rd - Friday, October 25th

Thursday,March 13th - Friday,March 14th

PARENTOPPORTUNITIES
Volunteers
Volunteers are very important to the success of the educational program at Grandhaven
Elementary. We strongly encourage all parents to become a volunteer! We guarantee we can
find somemeaningful way for you to contribute. Contact your child’s teacher or the PTA President
and sign up to help. Your support is greatly appreciated and expected.

For the safety of our students,we require that all volunteers enter the building through themain
entrance, sign in at the office andwear a volunteer badge. Additionally, volunteers are required
to be signed up through our HelpCounter system. Included in this system is a Criminal Background
Check. To access HelpCounter, you can come to our school office or visit the school district
website at www.msd.k12.or.us/volunteers/.

Site Council
Grandhaven Elementary Site Council works on continuous school improvement and staff
development. Parent representation on the council is encouraged. Please contact the school
principal if you are interested.
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Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
The Grandhaven Elementary PTA encourages all families to bemembers of this important group.
PTA helps you keep upwith what’s happening at our school, is a way for you tomeet others, is a
forum for exchanging ideas tomake our school an even better place and provides you an
opportunity to show your child howmuch you value education. Working together, we canmeet
the needs of the children.

PTAmeetings are on the 3rd Tuesday of everymonth (except June), 5:00-6:00 p.m. in the school
library. Spanish translation, a Spanish interpreter is provided. Dinner and child care is is also

provided at everymeeting. Please come and get involved!

BoardMembers
President- Amanda Francois
Vice-President- Noelle Ash
Treasurer- Sarah Carstensen
Secretary/Social Media Coordinator- Katie Russ
Student Delegates- TBA

Some of the PTA Supported Events to Put on Your Calendars Now!
Back-to-School Night…………………………………………Thursday, September 26th, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Jog-a-Thon…………………………………...……………………Monday, September 30
Family Holiday Craft Night…………..……………………Week of December 2nd, 5:30-7:00 p.m.
Classified Employee AppreciationWeek……………Monday,March 3rd - Friday, March 7th
Hoop-a-Thon………………………………………………………Tuesday, March 18th
Volunteer AppreciationWeek……..……………………Monday, April 14th - Friday, April 18th
Grandhaven Spring Carnival………………………………May 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Teacher AppreciationWeek………………………………Monday,May 5th - Friday, May 9th

ROOMPARTIES
There are three classroom holiday parties each year: Harvest (on or near October 31st),Winter
(nearWinter Break) and Valentine’s Day (on or near February 14th). Every classroom is asked to
find a “room parent” for the classroom to help organize these parties and act as the contact person
for PTA (Parent Teacher Association) events. Please consider volunteering in this important way!

Some parents enjoy celebrating with the child’s class on the occasion of a student’s birthday.
Please contact your child’s teacher if youwish to bring birthday treats. Birthday treats must meet
district wellness guidelines (see below) or theymay be turned away by office staff.

HEALTHY SNACKSONLY
All treats must be store bought andmeet district wellness guidelines. The following are
examples of approved treats: snack pack pudding, rice krispie treats, applesauce cups, cheese
sticks, trail mix, fresh fruit, fruit roll ups, orange vanilla swirl ice cream cups. For other healthy
snack ideas and additional information about our wellness guidelines, you can visit the
McMinnville School District website at www.msd.k12.or.us. You can also contact Nutrition
Services at 503-565-4046.

14

http://www.msd.k12.or.us


WATERBOTTLES
Water bottles are approved to bring to school if they are not glass. Water bottles are for water only. Water
bottles with a pop top are preferred to prevent spills.

STUDENTDELIVERIES
Due to safety concerns, schools do not accept special occasion deliveries from third parties
(including businesses), for individual students. These deliveries include flowers, balloons, birthday
cupcakes and other treats.

GRANDHAVEN’S HOMEWORKPOLICY
Homework provides students withmore learning time, encourages students to practice new skills,
and teaches timemanagement and study habits. The staff at Grandhaven Elementary also
understands and promotes the importance of time spent with family and unstructured play as
essential to fostering the cognitive, social, physical and emotional well-being of children.
Therefore, time spent on homework should be in addition to, and never a replacement for free
play. With this in mind, we practice the following approach to nightly homework:

Kindergarten
and First Grade

● Aminimum of 10minutes spent reading from self-selected and/or
teacher assigned books either independently or with an adult

● Aminimum of 5minutes spent working on practicingmath facts and/or
sight words

Second Grade

● Aminimum of 15minutes spent reading from self-selected and/or
teacher assigned books either independently or with an adult

● Aminimum of 5minutes spent working on practicingmath facts and/or
sight words

Third and
Fourth Grade

● Aminimum of 20minutes spent reading from self-selected and/or
teacher assigned books either independently or with an adult

● Aminimum of 10minutes spent working on practicingmath facts

Fifth Grade

● Aminimum of 20minutes spent reading from self-selected and/or
teacher assigned books either independently or with an adult

● Aminimum of 10minutes spent working on practicingmath facts
● Unfinished assignments provided by the teacher that are relevant to

the learning taking place in class at the time

Families may choose to add to the amount of homework assigned. If you find that your child’s
homework is creating a problem at home, or you believe a personalized homework plan is needed,
pleasemake contact with your child’s teacher.

SUCCESSNOWand STEAMAHEAD
Grandhaven Elementary is pleased to offer our after school targeted instruction program called
Success Now followed by our enrichment program called STEAMAhead! These after school
programs are designed to be targeted and focused on helping students build the skills they need to
be successful in the classroom. Wewill have two sessions of Success Now and STEAMAhead this
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year, 2:30-4:45,Monday, Tuesday,Wednesday and Thursday. This program is offered to students
by invitation only by Grandhaven teachers and the cost will be $10.00 per session.

After School Program Schedule
2:30-2:45 p.m. Snack
2:45-3:45 p.m. Success Now (academic support and homework help)
3:45-4:45 p.m. STEAMAhead (enrichment activities)

CAMP FIRE COLUMBIAAFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM
Students in grades K-5 can participate in the Camp Fire Columbia after school program. Camp
Fire Columbia provides a safe, educationally rich environment for students to learn and play after
school. It is open from 2:30-6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, and includes a free snack,
academic/homework assistance, as well as a wide variety of enrichment and recreational
activities. TheMcMinnville School District, Kids-on-the-Block (KOB), City ofMcMinnville and
Camp Fire Columbia jointly fund this program. For more information you can visit the Camp Fire
Columbia website at www.campfirecolumbia.org or contact msdreg@campfirecolumbia.org.
There is a fee for participation, however scholarships may be available. Space is limited.

NONDISCRIMINATIONNOTICE
TheMcMinnville School District and Grandhaven Elementary recognizes the diversity andworth
of all individuals and groups. It is the policy of theMcMinnville School District that there will be no
discrimination or harassment of individuals or groups based on race, color, religion, gender, sexual
orientation, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, marital status, age, veterans'
status, genetic information or disability in any educational programs, activities or employment.  

District and Grandhaven Elementarymeeting locations are accessible to persons with disabilities.
A request for an interpreter for the hearing impaired, or for other accommodations for persons
with disabilities, should bemade at least 48 hours in advance of themeeting. Please contact the
school office at 503-565-4700 or the district office at 503-565-4000

STUDENTRIGHTSANDRESPONSIBILITIES
A complete copy of theMcMinnville School District Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook
was sent to you via ParentSquare. You can also find it on theMcMinnville School District website
at www.msd.k12.or.us. It gives information about school and district philosophy and steps
involved in establishing andmaintaining a positive school environment. Please go over this
information carefully and review it with your child. Be sure to click on the link to acknowledge
receipt of the handbook by Friday, September 20th.
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TITLEONE

Grandhaven is identified as receiving school-wide Title I-A federal funding. The purpose of Title I,
Part A is to provide all children a significant opportunity to receive a fair, equitable and
high-quality education and ensure that all childrenmeet challenging academic standards. Title I-A
provides financial assistance to districts and schools who serve a larger population of children
from families experiencing poverty.

The schoolwide plan for this investment is as follows:

Title I teachers and assistants provide additional support in reading to students who are below
grade level on district assessments. Each quarter, school and district staff look at district
assessments to determine the number of students in the at-risk category and ensure that all of
them are receiving an appropriate intervention for reading. Title I assistants and teachers are
utilized in a similar way to support students withmath intervention using district data to
determine need. This directly ties to the school and district goals of ensuring the targeted
intervention to promote growth for each student based on their individualized learning needs with
amultitiered system of support approach. This promotes equity of outcome for our students,
especially those in focal populations historically underserved in educational systems.

Title I-A is a program created by the United States Department of Education to distribute funding
to schools and school districts with a high percentage of students from low-income families. This
elementary school is a school wide Title I-A school. In our building the Title I-A program offers
additional support in the way of instructional assistants and a full time reading teacher. Our
district and schools recognize that this is a partnership between teachers, parents and students
with the following commitments:
Commitment to strong attendance
Commitment to regular communication about student progress
Participation in family/teacher conferences
High quality materials for instruction
Highly supportive learning environment
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GRANDHAVEN ELEMENTARY STAFF
2024-25

PRINCIPAL
Kathi Fowler

STUDENT MANAGEMENT
Megan Parr

COUNSELOR
Kelly Janssen

CLASSROOM TEACHERS
PreK- Kellie Morris
K- Michelle Akins
K- Michelle Gum
K- Brianna Rauch
K- Allyson Winder
1- Becky East
1- Dani Fricke
1- Carlie McLin
1- Halia Mclucas
2- Kathleen Mika
2- Lynda Shields
2- Taire Thomson
3- Kate Brown
3- Kamrie Chapman
3- Maridee Olson
4- Amber Johnson
4- Cree Nelson
4- Abby Stevens
5- Rachael Brinker
5- Sarah McBride
5- Bri Reay

ELECTIVES
Brian Bixler (STEM)

Hannah Shuler (Creative Arts)

Kathy Valach (Spanish)

MUSIC
Tegan Johnson

PE
Reid Kimura

LIBRARY
Maureen Tracy
Melissa Custer

SKILL BUILDERS
Jessica Brown (Title 1)

Darcee Rehagen
Sarah Quinney (Gen Ed)

TAG
Karen Duyck (Title 1)

EL
Amy Macy
Barb Roush
Sylvia Benitez
Aryn Pepinos (Gen Ed)

Kira Sandoval (Gen Ed)

GENERAL ED ASSISTANTS
Kelly Hyder
Tori Patton
Michelle Pratt
Megan Lasslett

TITLE 1
Mark Arneson
Jenn Kumar
Elizabeth Fergus
Kaitlyn Moon (Gen Ed)

Kendra Thompson

MATH INTERVENTION
Amy Widmer

LRC
Caleb Conley
Michelle Barrette
TBD (Gen Ed)

Michelle Pratt
TBD (1-1 Student Assistant - 3rd)

SPEECH
TBD

SPECIAL PROGRAM
Nicole Fulgham
Julie Huling
Alison Rhame (Jolene Bird)
Sayra Monje Suarez (1-1)

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST
Joe Hertz

TEACHING/LEARNING TOSA
Stephani DeLatte

SECRETARIES
Joanne Frank
Norma Espana

NURSE
Treva Schoof

KITCHEN STAFF
Claudia Hamilton
Sheri Barton
Rosita Morales

CUSTODIANS
Travis Rodden
Cecilia Salinas
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